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LIFETIME LEARNING INSTITUTE OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA 

 

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 

 

May 1, 2015 
   

 

Present were:  George Chalou, Scott Pinckney, Chuck Hulick, Karren Scott, Ed 

McKnight, Phil Myers, Kathryn O'Toole, Buck Myers, Anna Dixon, Arline Sachs, Ray 

Bednarsky, Susan Alexander, Nancy Jerdan, Phil Centini, Delsa Hildebrandt, and 

Administrator Laura Charron. LLI member Bob Huley also attended. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: President George Chalou called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

He noted that he had invited the candidates nominated to fill the vacancies on the FY 

2016 Board --- Bob Huley and Sheri Masek --- to attend the meeting if their schedules 

permitted. George advised that the list of nominees for officers and incoming members of 

the new Board in the May/June newsletter provided the advance notice to the 

membership required by LLI's by-laws. He thanked Buck and Ray for taking the photos 

that accompanied the candidates' bios in the newsletter.   

 

ACCEPTANCE OF APRIL BOARD MEETING MINUTES: There were no changes 

to the draft minutes. Ray made a motion, seconded by George, to accept the April 

meeting minutes as presented. The motion passed. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Chuck reported that PayPal was being evaluated as a 

possible vehicle for members to use for on-line payments when the new interactive 

website becomes operational. He answered questions from Board members and noted that 

PayPal would allow the use of credit cards and provide good security. Chuck then passed 

out a revision of the budget figures he had previously provided in the monthly treasurer's 

report. He noted several expenses in April, to include renewal of LLI's phone contract 

with Verizon for two years at a reduced rate. Kathryn made a motion, seconded by 

George, to approve the treasurer's report as amended. The motion passed.  

 

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:  Laura highlighted several items in her monthly 

report. She said that the dates for the Forums in calendar year 2016 had been tentatively 

confirmed by NOVA, and the cost for use of the Ernst Center will be the same as last 

year. These terms will be confirmed in the annual contract signed by LLI's president and 

NOVA. Laura also noted that the three-year MOU between LLI and NOVA regarding the 

provision of parking passes and vouchers was also up for renewal. She provided copies of 

the current MOU to interested Board members. Laura then discussed a chart she had 

developed showing trends in LLI membership levels (incoming/outgoing) over the last 

three years. George thanked her for creating the chart and asked her to keep tracking 

membership trends. 
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BUDGET & FINANCE (B&F) COMMITTEE: Ray noted that Chuck will brief the 

LLI membership in June regarding the FY 2016 budget approved by the Board. The FY 

2015 budget will be reviewed by the Board at the Retreat.  

 

AUTOMATION COMMITTEE: Buck announced the results of the LLI logo contest 

and passed out copies of the winning design. He said that the selection committee 

consisted of Ray, Bob, Anna, and himself. The committee evaluated eight designs from 

six individuals and concluded that the design offered by Meaghan McCall, the daughter 

of LLI member Peg McCall, best captured the spirit of LLI. Buck added that Meaghan is 

a graphics designer and provided LLI with digital files for the logo, thus saving design 

costs. Meaghan will give the prize of a one-year free LLI membership to her mother.  

 

The Board's reaction to the proposed new logo was positive. Board members discussed 

when to announce the new logo and agreed that as soon as possible would be best, 

starting with the May Forum. The Board also agreed that July 1, 2015 will be the cutoff 

date for use of the old logo. Arline moved that the Board approve the proposed new 

LLI logo. Kathryn amended the motion to specify July 1, 2015 as the cutoff date for 

the old logo. Susan seconded the amended motion. The amended motion passed.  

 

Ray then provided an update on the status of the new website. He reported that the expert 

at MDA Technologies Group who had been the lead for LLI's website had moved on to 

another company, and MDA was seeking a replacement. Ray advised that this 

development will cause a delay in implementation of the new website, but he added that 

these kinds of personnel changes are common in the IT industry.  

 

Ray said that in the meantime members of LLI's automation team were continuing work 

and were moving LLI's membership data onto the new website. Buck added that Ray was 

doing the bulk of this cumbersome job himself. Anna asked if there were any flat files 

intended for the new website that could be incorporated into the current site, since the 

new site will be delayed. Karren noted that it might depend on the technical limitations of 

the current website. Arline suggested that webmaster Sid Sachs may have some ideas.     

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Anna reiterated that the May/June newsletter had 

provided the required advance notice of the slate of candidates for the FY 2016 Board. 

She then briefly reviewed the procedures for conducting the election at the June business 

meeting.  

 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: Arline announced that the committee had chosen 

seven scholarship winners and would award a total of $11K at the June Forum. Chuck 

asked that the winners be advised to cash their checks promptly. Arline said it would be 

helpful if in the future the scholarships could be awarded earlier, perhaps at the May 

Forum, because many NOVA students leave town right after school is out. George 

suggested that the Board discuss this proposal at the Retreat. Arline then moved that the 

Board formally approve the seven scholarships totaling $11K. George seconded the 

motion. The motion passed. 
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NEWSLETTER & CURRICULUM LIAISON/VOLUNTEERS: Phil C. reported that 

everything was going well.  

 

OLD & NEW BUSINESS:   

 

Anna asked about the agenda for the Retreat. George said that so far the agenda would 

include a discussion of LLI's curriculum, trip policies, the privacy policy, and a review of 

the previous year's budget. George said he welcomed suggestions for additional topics. 

 

Nancy Jerdan reported that she had inquired about the French Conversation Special 

Interest Group's policy of limiting the size of its membership and was still awaiting a 

reply. George agreed to discuss this directly with the SIG chair. Bob noted that LLI 

already routinely limits the size of classes based on space limitations and the preferences 

of the instructor.  

 

There was no further business. 

 

George made a motion, seconded by Buck, to adjourn the meeting. The motion 

passed. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Karren Scott 

Secretary of the LLI Board of Directors 


