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May LLI Forum
Wednesday, May 1, 2013, at 10 a.m.
(Social Time at 9:30 a.m.)
Does Hollywood Ever Get It Right?
“My second career is going
to the movies.” Our
speaker, Mike Canning,
has long been fascinated
by Hollywood’s foibles,
making his first visit to
the “flickers” in Fargo,
North Dakota, at the
precocious age of four,
hence inspiring this
second career — going to
the movies. His recent
Mike Canning
book, Hollywood on the
Potomac, offers the first comprehensive look at the
intersection of the capital city and the movies. In
examining more than 50 motion pictures, he
reveals how Washington, D.C. has been treated as
subject, setting, or background in American
feature films. Beyond Washington’s
tourist-friendly monuments and museums, he
opens up a world exposed by moviedoms’s
love-hate relationship with this city.
From the idealism of Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,
to the sharp wit of Born Yesterday, to the paranoia
of Seven Days in May, and to the “goofs” of
location as seen in No Way Out and many other
films, Hollywood’s visual images make an impact
on all of us, for good or bad. Mr. Canning will tell
us much about the treatment and mistreatment of
our city in films by showing us film clips to
illustrate his points.
In his first life, Mr. Canning was a Foreign Service
Officer for 28 years, working as a press and
cultural officer in eight countries and four
continents. A movie reviewer for the Hill Rag
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Attend the LLI
Information Fair on May 1
Let’s do it! Plan to come early to attend
the LLI “Information Fair,” to be held just
prior to the May 1 Forum (9 a.m.-10 a.m.)
and again immediately after the Forum.
Talk with representatives of Special
Interest Groups and Committees to see
what they are doing and what they are
planning for the future. Bring a guest — a
friend, neighbor, or family member —
and earn a raffle ticket for a chance to
win a lovely gift basket or a paid parking
ticket for the day. Members who have
joined LLI since Aug 2012 are eligible for
a raffle ticket just for showing up. Detailed
information about additional ways to
become eligible to win may be found in
the April 2013 newsletter. Drawings will
be after the Forum. Remember, you
must be present to win!

newspaper in Washington for almost 20 years, as
well as a freelance writer on film, public affairs,
and politics, he has written often on the depiction
of Washington and the U.S. Congress in American
feature films. He has also presented classes at area
LLIs.
He and his wife live on Capitol Hill surrounded
by many of the scenes he writes about. Copies of
his book will be available for purchase at the
Forum.
Please Note: Parking is in parking garage ($2/hour).
Parking in B and C lots is by permit only. If no garage
parking slots are available, a $12 daily permit for the B
lot is available at the office to the right just inside the
entry gate.

Calendar of Events
May 2013
August 2013
1 Forum
9 September newsletter
deadline
10 Board Meeting
19 September newsletter
10 June newsletter
mailing
deadline
— No Forum scheduled
16 Maryland Paddleboat
Cruise
September 2013
20 June newsletter
4 Forum
mailing
6 October newsletter
June 2013
deadline
13 Board Meeting
5 Forum
16 October newsletter
14 Board Meeting
mailing
4-23 Eastern Europe
Riverboat cruise

Members
Louise Blakely 703-451-2084
blakelylk@yahoo.com

Welcome, New Members! We hope you
will participate in our classes and
volunteer your time and talent.
New Members
Barbara Allen, 6546 Tartan Vista Dr., Alexandria, VA
22312, (703) 354-2925, b.allen.csu@gmail.com
Carolyn Fowler, 13122 Hearthside Lane, Fairfax, VA
22033, (703) 502-0285, carolynfowler1@verizon.net
Ed and Jane Smith, 3709 Morningside Dr., Fairfax, VA
22031, (703) 280-4190

July 2013
— Retreat
— No Forum scheduled

Course Catalog Updates
IMPORTANT: Report
Address / E-Mail / Phone
Number Changes

13W10A:

Those who were wait-listed for the original session
are encouraged to attend a second offering of the
same class, scheduled for Tuesday, May 21, 10:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m., in the Seminar Rooms C & D,
Ernst Cultural Center, NOVA, Annandale campus.

Laura Charron, Administrator

To be assured of receiving important notices
concerning classes and trips, please remember to
notify the LLI office as soon as possible of a new
e-mail address as well as a change in mailing
address and/or telephone number. Notify the office
by phone at (703) 503-0600, or e-mail at
llinova@juno.com.

LLI Board of Directors
President: Ed McKnight
Vice President: Charles Hulick
Secretary: Arlene Gribben
Treasurer: Phil Runge
Past President: Paul Hopler

Members: Ray Bednarsky 15 *,
Louise Blakely 14, Phil Centini 15,
George Chalou 15, Arlene Gribben
13, Pat Harrison 14, Bob Huley 13,
Merry Macke 13, Marianne
Moerman 13, Peter Schwarzkopf
13, Gina Trapp 13

* year term ends

Administrator: Laura Charron
Newsletter Staff
Newsletter Editor: Lynda Brittain 703-425-8240 brittains@cox.net
Assistant Editor: Bev Portman, 703-560-6740 firse@juno.com
Graphic Design/Desktop Publisher: Alfred Brothers
Mailing Coordinators: Bob and Merry Huley

Lincoln’s Rival: Stephen A. Douglas

Study Travel 2014
The LLI travelers will be sailing the blue Danube
from Bucharest to Budapest in June. Anyone
interested might be able to secure a cabin if they act
quickly. Contact Terry Brittain, 703-425-8240, for
further information.
Over the last couple of months LLI members have
been making the difficult decision of selecting a
destination for our 2014 trip. After much discussion,
Grand Circle Travel’s (GCT) Northwest National
Parks has been selected as our primary trip.
Negotiations with GCT have begun and we hope to
have prices and dates available soon. If you think
you might be interested in this tour, information for
2013 can be found at www.gct.com, then search
under North American land tours.
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President’s Message

Community Outreach

T

his year I have tried to focus the President’s
Messages on the many ways you can become
involved in LLI and to describe the various
activities and interests that LLI has to offer and
that enable the organization to operate. I began the year
discussing the new Board members and thanking those
members who “retired” for their voluntary service. I
then explained how the Forum works, how the Special
Interest Groups work, how the Curriculum Committee
works, and even how the Trip Committee works. Last
month I talked about how the Scholarship Program
works. In each case, I tried to outline how those
activities perform and to recognize the people doing the
work that enables these programs to function. As you
can see, there are a lot of volunteers who do a lot to
make LLI the great organization that it is.
Question: Did you see your name? Were you
mentioned in any of the articles?
Paying your dues is not enough. LLI has one Part-Time
paid contractor. Everything Else must be done by
volunteers. Everyone else who contributes to making
our organization run is a volunteer. We have
volunteers who help with class registrations, develop
the newsletters and course catalogs, and handle the
mailings of both of these items. We have a number of
people who volunteer as course coordinators to assist
our instructors during their classes and others who
volunteer to serve as instructors for many of our
classes. Our web site (http://lli.nova.org) is run by only
one volunteer. And we have several volunteers who
assist in our office when times get busy. We have
volunteers who keep our financial books in order and
volunteers who audit the books to see that we are
doing it correctly. We have volunteers who send out
sympathy and get well cards and who survey members
to determine the interests of the membership. One
volunteer publicizes our activities in newspapers and
other publications serving our communities. We have
volunteers who put together our outstanding holiday
party, our spring picnic, and our wonderful poetry
party. Volunteers are responsible for the Forum
speakers, greeters, and refreshments during those
Forums. Volunteers are a part of everything we do in
LLI. We even have a volunteer to keep up with the
volunteers!
But the question remains: “Did you volunteer for any
of these activities? Were you a member of a volunteer
team?” An organization such as ours can only be as
strong and relevant as the membership makes us. You
are LLI. Your efforts and talents are needed. Don’t wait
to be asked, volunteer. Let your name be counted as a
contributor. Step up and be a full member of a super
organization.
Ed McKnight

Betty Lee Thatcher 703-354-8154
Carol Weber, caroljeanweber@hotmail.com

Annandale Christian Community for
Action (ACCA) will be the recipient
of our food collection for May.
ACCA has been serving families in
need in the Annandale/Bailey’s
Crossroads area for 45 years. A
coalition of 26 churches
collaborates to operate ACCA
programs which, in addition to the
food pantry, include furniture distribution,
emergency financial assistance for families in
crisis, and transportation to medical
appointments. ACCA also supports scholarships
for students with disabilities, Rebuilding
Together, CROP Walk, and Meals on Wheels. The
ACCA Child Development Center (CDC)
provides developmental childcare and early
education. ACCA is run totally by volunteers,
numbering over 700, except for the staff of the
CDC.
Current food pantry needs include: cereal,
spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, tomato paste,
crackers, toilet paper and bars of soap. Of course,
any non-perishable food that you have on hand
would be greatly appreciated. Betty Lee Thatcher
or Carol Weber will deliver the food this month.
A big thank you for the generous donations
received in April for FACETS. Several helpers
were needed to move everything down to the
curb!

Volunteer Opportunities
LLI needs your help. Please evaluate these
opportunities to contribute your time and
energy; then choose one and join the fun!
Contact the designated person for more
information.
Volunteer Coordinator: Merry Macke,
703-451-3248, merry.macke@verizon.net
Forum Greeter Coordinator: Colletta
Hammond, 703-866-6159, mchammondh@aol.com
Speaker Forum Committee: Joseph Pincus,
703-569-0973, joseph@pincus.org
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Special Interest Groups
LLI Arts & Smarts

LLI Favorite Books Club

Doug Johnson 703-628-3115
llinovadoug@gmail.com

Lynne Smaldone, 703-525-9623
smaldonega@hotmail.com

No events are currently scheduled
for LLI Arts & Smarts.

LLI Bridge Group
Bob or Merry Huley, 703-534-4819 or
703-489-9045 roberthuley@cox.net

Time: 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Location: Mason District
Governmental Center
May Play Dates: Thursday, May 9 and
Wednesday, May 22
June Play Dates: We will play on a date TBD, and
Wednesday, June 26.
Bring a bag lunch. You do not need a partner
because we rotate partners so you will play with
everyone. We are always looking for new players,
and all levels of players are welcome in this very
friendly game. Please call or email me if you would
like to attend (or for more information) so that we
can provide sufficient card tables. We will also
continue our mini-lessons after each game.
Recent Results — In our game on March 13, the
top four players were: Mary Underwood, Nate
Rosenbaum, Bob Huley, and Carolyn Fowler. For
the game on March 27, the top four were: Mary
Underwood, Jack Acey, Lynda Brittain, and
Nancy Sherman. Congratulations to all.

LLI Current Events
Group
Marion Jacknow, 703-698-8702
mjacknow@aol.com

Date/Time: Thursday, May 16,
11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Location: Braddock District Governmental Center
(Supervisor’s Meeting Room, on the back side of the
King’s Park Library)
Our May selection is State of Wonder, a work of
fiction by award-winning author Ann Patchett. The
novel is an imaginative tale of mystery, morals,
ethics, and the delicate balance that can exist both
within a single ecosystem and in ourselves.
Physician, Marina Singh, is sent into the Amazon
jungle to investigate the death of a co-worker, and to
check on the progress of an ongoing study,
conducted by a mentor of hers, Dr. Swenson.
However, what Marina finds forces her instead to
rethink her own positions in life.
Come join us! For further information, contact Lynn
Smaldone.

Financial Discussion
Group
Doug Johnson, 703-628-3115
llinovadoug@gmail.com

Date/Time: Friday, May 10,
1:30 p.m.
Location: Braddock District Governmental Center
(Supervisor’s Meeting Room, on the back side of the
King’s Park Library)
As usual, Washington and Wall Street will provide us
with topics to digest and discuss. For more
information, please contact Doug Johnson.
Advance Notice: No June meeting

Date/Time: Friday, May 3,
10:00 — 11:30 a.m.
Location: Small Conference Room, Mason District
Governmental Center
The Current Events Group meets monthly for
interesting and educational discussions. Topics
reflect the current social, political and worldly events
surrounding the time of the meeting. Please join us
to share your ideas and/or learn more about current
events — whatever is your pleasure. For more
information, please contact Marian Jacknow.
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Deadline for the June
newsletter is Friday,
May 10, 2013.

Par
lez-v
ous français?

LLI French Conversation
Group
Sally Reynolds, 703-866-3017
saldonreyn@aol.com

Date/Time: Tuesdays, May 7 and
May 21, 10:00 a.m. — noon
Location: Goodwin House, Media
Room, 3440 S. Jefferson St., Falls

Church
Under the expert guidance of Al Brothers, we will
continue to increase our French language skills and
also our appreciation of French culture with the
program “French in Action.” For more information,
please contact Sally Reynolds.

LLI Gourmands
Mary Underwood, 703-329-8391
maryunderwood29@verizon.net

May Event: Clyde’s Willow
Creek Farm, 42920 Broadlands
Boulevard, Broadlands (Ashburn) VA,
571-209-1200, Thursday, May 9, at noon.
Additional information is available at
www.clydes.com/willow. Please contact Mindy
Rojahn at 703-631-1304 or mindyroj@cox.net by
April 25 if you plan to attend.

LLI Photography Group
Buck Myers, 703-532-3726
hbm@hbmphoto.com

Date/Time: Friday, May 17,
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

LLI Walkabouts
Merry Macke, 703-451-3248, cell phone:
978-505-9506 merry.macke@verizon.net

Date/Time: First and third Fridays at
noon
May 3 — Lake Accotink Meet by the
dam and we will walk south of the lake with a choice
of walking the hills or the straight away. Take
Backlick Rd. to Highland St. going west. Pass the
stop sign on Hanover Ave., then look for a sign for
the park on the right. Turn right and then take the
next left, which will take you into the park. Park in
the main lot by the dam.
May 17 — Roundtree Park The park is located in
Falls Church on the east side of Annandale Rd.
between Gallows Rd. and Graham Rd./Hickory Hill
Rd. We will walk east and you can choose to take a
hill or walk on the straight away.
For more information, please contact Merry Macke.

Please remember to wear your name badge as
this is now a requirement for many facilities
where classes are scheduled. It is also the
best way for new members to get to know
others and a way for established members to
welcome new members. If you have lost your
badge, contact Laura Charron at the LLI office,
and she will send you a new one; a
replacement lanyard has a fee of $1.00.

Location: Braddock District Governmental Center
(Supervisor’s Meeting Room, on the back side of the
King’s Park Library)
Members have a wide range of photographic
abilities and interests and share a common desire to
hone existing skills or learn new ones. Meetings
center on a specific topic, area of interest or theme
decided by the group. Recent meetings have
focused on getting the most out of your camera and
editing and organizing techniques for digital pictures.
Meetings also include lessons from the
“Fundamentals of Photography” video course, which
is part of the curriculum offered by The Great
Courses. Each lesson includes a small assignment
to practice the information taught, which we review
at the following meeting. Come join the group if you
have an interest in photography. New members are
always welcome.
For further information, please contact Buck Myers.
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Nationals Ball Game
Reminder
By now, everyone should
have received the
announcement and
sign-up form for the
Nationals game on
Sunday, June 9.
The deadline for
sign up is May 15.
Hurry and sign up
if you have not
already done so. If
you have any
questions, call Ginny
Moser, 703-451-7469.
See you “at the ole ball game!”

LLI June Elections

LLI

holds elections annually during the June Forum to replace those board members whose 3-year terms
expire and who do not wish to continue their service. The election also replaces the four officers
(President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer) whose 1-year terms expire. To this end, LLI’s
President appoints a Nominating Chair who then chooses a committee consisting of two board members and two
non-board members. A slate of candidates is then presented for members’ approval.
This year’s candidates are:

Ph.D. from Indiana University and then taught
American history at The Ohio State University.
Retiring from the National Archives after 28 years,
he consulted for the United States Court of Military
Appeals, the highest court for all United States
uniformed personnel. In connection with the Court,
his last publication, A Pioneering Effort in
Television: The United States Court of Military
Appeals, appeared in the 2006 issue of The Federal
Lawyer. George is currently doing research on
United States — China relations during WWII.

Officer Positions:
President: Ed McKnight
Vice President: George Chalou
Secretary: Karren Scott
Treasurer: Chuck Hulick
Board Membership, 2013
Nancy Jerdan
Phil Myers
Scott Pinckney
Arline Sachs
Gina Trapp

Treasurer — Chuck Hulick

Short biographies of these individuals are provided
below:
President — Ed McKnight
Ed currently serves as President of the Board of
Directors. He has served as Vice President and
Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee. He
is also a member of the Curriculum and Scholarship
Committees and previously served as Board
representative for the Special Interest Groups, as class
coordinator for many classes, and as instructor for
several classes. Ed received a BS degree from The
Citadel and MA and EdS degrees from Appalachian
State University. After retiring from the Army, he
worked a series of jobs in Egypt and Haiti before
settling down to work with various defense
contractors in the Washington area. He enjoys
exercising, gardening, reading, travel, and LLI.
Vice-President — George Chalou
George has belonged to LLI since 2008 and enjoyed
the many opportunities of the organization. He feels
that serving on the board of Directors is a way of
providing for the future health of the organization.
As a Board member for the past three years, George
has provided guidance on the records of the
organization — especially on the disposition of
temporary records. He has also been an active
member of the Forum Committee for the past four
years and has very much enjoyed working with
fellow committee members to bring enlightening
topics to the general membership. George received a

Chuck has been a member of LLI since 2009, and
has served as Vice President and Chair of the
Budget and Finance Committee. After a career in the
federal government in the acquisition field with U.S.
General Services Administration (GSA), he worked
as a senior research consultant for the National
Academy of Public Administration (NAPA). He is a
longtime member of the Pennsylvania Railroad
Historical Society and a sailboat enthusiast.
Secretary — Karren Scott
Karren joined LLI in 2006 after a career with the U.S.
intelligence community. She has previously served
as Secretary of the LLI Board of Directors and has
chaired both the Administrative Review Committee
and the Audit Committee. Growing up in a military
family, Karren lived in eleven different states and
four foreign countries before happily putting down
roots here. She holds a BA in Russian Studies from
the University of Virginia and an MA in
Government & National Security from Georgetown
University. Karren enjoys learning about different
cultures and religions, military history, and art. She
also enjoys live theater and music of all kinds.
New Board Members 2013: Nancy Jerdan, Phil
Myers, Scott Pinckney, Arline Sachs and Gina
Trapp
Nancy Jerdan joined LLI in 2006. She served on the
Picnic Committee for several years, on the Holiday
Luncheon Committee for 2012, and is currently an
active member of Arts and Smarts. A New York
native, Nancy received a B.A. in English from the
College of Mount St. Vincent and a M.S. in Library
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Science from Columbia University. She worked as a
librarian at Columbia University’s Rare Book and
Manuscript Library before moving to Virginia.
Nancy was the office manager at a private special
education school in Annandale for 24 years before
retiring in 2006. Her interests include travel,
gardening, and museum visits. She enjoys learning
about art and history through LLI courses and
Smithsonian Resident Associates programs.
Phil Myers “discovered” LLI at a spring 2007
National Association of Retired Federal Employees
(NARFE) meeting when Laura Charron chaired the
program, and joined LLI the following fall. He is
currently responsible for logistics at the Forum
meetings. Phil has a B.S. degree from Michigan State
University in Agricultural Engineering, and a M.S.
degree from Colorado State University in Civil
Engineering. He retired after over 46 years of
federal service, primarily with the Bureau of
Reclamation in Washington and Montana (with
responsibilities for the drainage of irrigated lands),
and the Federal Emergency Management Agency in
Washington, DC (with responsibilities in the
National Flood Insurance Program). In addition to
participating in LLI activities, Phil enrolls in credit
classes at Northern Virginia Community College.
Scott Pinckney has been an LLI member since 2007.
A native of Washington State, he holds a BA degree
in Business from the University of Washington, a
Masters from Auburn University, and graduated
from Air University. He has lived in Fairfax since
1974. Col. Pinckney’s military service was primarily
in Air Force budget development and execution, Air
Force Secretariat assignments in Legislative Liaison,
and as the Military Assistant to the Assistant
Secretary for Financial Management, with overseas
assignments in Scotland, Iran and Germany. His last
Air Force assignment was the Comptroller, Strategic
Air Command. Following retirement in 1988, he
served the next 19 years as CFO for the Armed
Forces Benefit Association in Alexandria. He
especially enjoys travel and golf.
Arline Sachs was an Associate Professor and taught
Computer Information Systems at NVCC for over
20 years before retiring 14 years ago. Her hobby of
genealogy led her to lecture all over the world.
Arline has been an active member of LLI for more
than 10 years and has given several genealogy
classes and travelogues for LLI. She frequently
participates in the trips undertaken by the LLI
Study/Travel group and chaired the China trip in
2005. She has been co-host and co-producer of a
genealogy TV show, “Tracing Your Family Roots”
for over 18 years.

Gina Trapp joined LLI in 2004 and has been an
active member ever since. She has been on the
Curriculum Committee since January 2005 and has
served as Chairperson for the past two years. She
served as Secretary on the Board of Directors from
2006 to 2009, and was appointed to the Board again
in 2012 when a position became vacant. In addition
to serving as coordinator for many classes over the
years, she has volunteered on several committees,
including the Holiday Luncheon and Picnic
Committees. Gina received a BA in English from
Misericordia University in Dallas, PA, and moved to
Northern Virginia shortly thereafter. She worked in
the Inspector General’s Office, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, as a
Writer/Editor for 30 years. Gina enjoys working
with animals and previously volunteered at the
Animal Welfare League of Arlington. She also
enjoys attending various theaters throughout the
area, and is an avid Boston Red Sox fan.

Reminder
Our monthly newsletter is generally available
on the LLI website earlier than you will
receive it through the mail. In light of recent
extended delivery delays by the Postal
Service, you may want to keep
http://lli.nova.org in mind. Any pictures
and/or graphics will also be in color on the
website.

Membership
Renewal Reminder
The mailing label on each newsletter includes your
membership renewal date. You must renew
and be a member in good standing in order
to register for courses and to participate in
LLI’s many other activities. Complete
the membership form (last page in
the current course catalog), check
“renewal,” indicate any new
information, and mail it to the LLI
office with a check in the amount of
$110 for each person wishing to
continue membership with LLI.
Please print clearly to help ensure that your
information is entered correctly. It is important to
include the form with your check, for ease in
crediting your membership renewal in our
database.
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From the LLI Scrapbook
Curriculum Committee Celebration

The Curriculum Committee celebrates and thanks Gina Trapp for her leadership the
past two years.

Gina Trapp

April Forum

Humor
Corner
Another Paraprosdokian
I’m supposed to respect my
elders, but it’s getting
harder and harder for me
to find one now.

At the April Forum, Sabine Gnesdiloff (r.), Program Manager for the Life
with Cancer Centers, and Eric Cohen (l), Oncology Certified Nurse
Educator, outlined various services available to cancer patients and their
families.
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Time Sensitive Material
Please Deliver by
April 23, 2013

Change Service Requested

Look at the date on this label.
Is it time to send your dues?

MAY
Cinco de Mayo
May 5

Mother’s Day
May 12
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Memorial Day
May 27

